
 

RED FLAG INVESTIGATION DOCUMENT 
 

Liberty Mills Road/West County Line Road and County Road E 900 
S/County Road S 800 E 
Intersection Improvement 
Allen County and Whitley County, Indiana 
DES #1297238 
May 13, 2014 
 

 

NARRATIVE 
 

This is an intersection improvement project. Currently the intersection consists of two ‘T’ intersections with 
Liberty Mills Road in Allen County at West County Line Road and County Road E 900 S in Whitley County at 
County Road S 800 E. West County Line Road and County Road S 800 E are the same road, with Allen County 
and Whitley County referring to the name respectively. County Road E 900 S lies approximately 150’ north of 
Liberty Mills Road. West County Line Road/County Road S 800 E is a north-south urban minor arterial and 
Liberty Mills Road is an east-west urban collector. County Road E 900 S is not classified.  
 
West County Line Road/County Road S 800 E is used by many motorists as a connector of US 30 on the north 
end to US 24 on the south end. As development continues to push west of Fort Wayne it is anticipated that this 
area will see an increase in traffic volumes. The current alignment of the two intersections creates multiple stop-
and-go situations for motorists traveling east and/or west. There are also sight distance issues on West County 
Line Road/County Road S 800 E. 

 
The proposed project will realign the two ‘T’ intersections. Initially the proposed design was to create a single 
four-approach intersection with the east-west corridor yielding to the north-south corridor. However, a 
roundabout is now being considered as a possible solution. Further investigation will need to be done to 
determine the best design for this intersection. In addition to the intersection improvement, drainage and sight 
distance improvements will also be included in the project. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

Infrastructure  
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why 
each item within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Religious Facilities N/A Recreational Facilities N/A 

Airports N/A Pipelines 1 

Cemeteries 3 Railroads N/A 

Hospitals N/A Trails N/A 

Schools N/A Managed Lands N/A 

Museums N/A   

 

Explanation: (Please provide a separate paragraph for each item.) 
 

• There are three cemeteries located within the half mile radius. 



 

o The Kelsey Cemetery is located at 9440 County Road S 800 E and the coordinates in decimal 
degrees are Latitude 41.0293 and Longitude -85.3957.  This cemetery will not be affected by the 
project. 

o The Decker Cemetery is located west of West County Line Road/County Road S 800 E and north 
of County Road E 900 S.  The exact location is unknown.  The area of its potential location is 
shown on the attached Infrastructure map.  This cemetery will not be affected by the project. 

o The Bayliss Cemetery is located within the project area on the northwest corner of West County 
Line Rd and County Road E 900 S.  The Cemetery Record Number is CR-92-34 and the 
coordinates in decimal degrees are 41.0345 Latitude and -85.3363 Longitude.  The Bayliss 
Cemetery was established in 1843 and has two occupied spaces.  This Cemetery will be affected 
by the project. 

• There is a Northern Indiana Public Service Company natural gas pipeline that is located within the 
project area.  The pipeline intersects County Road E 900 S and is located just west of West County Line 
Road/County Road S 800 E.  This pipeline will be affected by the project. 

 

Water Resources 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why 
each item within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

NWI – Points N/A NWI – Wetlands 15 

Karst Springs N/A IDEM 303d Listed Lakes N/A 

Canal Structures – Historic N/A Lakes 2 

NWI – Lines 6 Floodplain – DFIRM Yes 

IDEM 303d Listed Rivers 
and Streams (Impaired) 

N/A Cave Entrance Density N/A 

Rivers and Streams 2 Sinkhole Areas N/A 

Canal Routes – Historic N/A Sinking-Stream Basins N/A 

Outstanding Rivers 
(Special Interest Waterways) 

N/A Line of Protection N/A 

*High Capacity Wells 
(Wellhead Protection Areas) 

N/A 
National River Inventory 

(NRI) 
N/A 

 

 
Explanation: (Please provide a separate paragraph for each item.) 
 

• There are six NWI - Line features identified within the half mile radius.  Five of the segments identified 
follow the Big Indian Creek alignment north of the project area.  The sixth segment is located south of 
the project area.  None of these identified NWI - Lines are within the project area so they will not be 
affected by the project.   

• There are two features identified within the half mile radius for the “Rivers and Streams” category.  
These two features do not intersect with the project area.  A “Natural Drain” is located south of the 
project area and the “Big Indian Creek” is located north of the project area.  These features will not be 
affected by the project. 

• There are 15 NWI - Wetlands located within the half mile radius.  None of these NWI - Wetland areas 
are within the project area so they will not be affected by the project. 

• There are two features identified in the “Lakes” category that are within the half mile radius but not 
located within or adjacent to the project area.  They are both located southeast of the project area and 
will not be affected by the project. 

• A floodplain exists within the half mile radius just north of the project area.  This floodplain surrounds 
the Big Indian Creek alignment.  A second floodplain intersects the half mile radius at the southern end.  
This flood plain surrounds the alignment of the Bichacoff Drain.  Neither of these floodplain areas 
intersect with the project area although the one north of the project area is in close proximity. 
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• *High Capacity Wells – To protect these features they are not identified in the water resource map due 
to their locational sensitivity.  There were no high capacity wells found within a half mile radius of the 
project area.   

 

Mining/Mineral Exploration 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why 
each item within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Petroleum Wells N/A Petroleum Fields N/A 

Mines – Surface N/A Mines – Underground N/A 

 
Explanation: No explanation was created for this section since there were no entries. 
 
 

Hazmat Concerns 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why 
each item within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Brownfield Sites N/A Restricted Waste Sites N/A 

Corrective Action Sites (RCRA) N/A Septage Waste Sites N/A 

Confined Feeding Operations N/A Solid Waste Landfills N/A 

Construction Demolition Waste N/A State Cleanup Sites N/A 

Industrial Waste Sites (RCRA 
Generators) 

N/A Tire Waste Sites N/A 

*Infectious/Medical Waste Sites N/A Waste Transfer Stations N/A 

Lagoon/Surface Impoundments N/A 
RCRA Waste Treatment, 
Storage, and Disposal Sites 

(TSDs) 
N/A 

Leaking Underground Storage 
Tanks (LUSTs) 

N/A 
Underground Storage Tanks 

(USTs) 
N/A 

Manufactured Gas Plant Sites N/A 
Voluntary Remediation 

Program 
N/A 

NPDES Facilities N/A Superfund N/A 

NPDES Pipe Locations N/A Institutional Control Sites N/A 

Open Dump Sites N/A   

 
Explanation: *Infectious/Medical Waste Sites were not able to be confirmed or denied in the project area. 
More research is needed to determine if there are any in the ½ mile radius of the project. 
 
 
Ecological Information  
The Allen County listing of the Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center information on endangered, threatened, 
or rare (ETR) species and high quality natural communities is attached with ETR species highlighted. Due to 
the sensitive nature of identifying locations of threatened and endangered species, maps of these specific 
habitats are not provided. 
 
 
Historic Resources 
The items below represent all properties or bridges in Fort Wayne and Allen County that have obtained any 
type of historic designation.  The types of historic designation are: Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory, Fort 
Wayne Local Historic Districts, the Indiana State Register of Historic Places, the National Register of Historic 
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Places, the Historic American Buildings Survey, and National Historic Landmark.  The Items below labeled as 
“Potential” are items that have been identified by the Fort Wayne Historic Preservation Commission and/or 
Architecture and Community Heritage (ARCH) of Fort Wayne for their historical significance and potential for 
being listed in one of the above historical designations.  Also, structures or properties from the latest County 
Interim Report have been identified. 

 

Historic Features 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why 
each item within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, 
please indicate N/A: 

Historic Sites or Districts N/A Select Bridges N/A 

Non-Select Bridges N/A 
Potential Historic Sites or 

Districts 
1 

Properties identified in the 
latest Interim Report (IHSSI) 

2   

 

Explanation:  

• There is one “Potential Historic Site or District” identified within the half mile radius.  It is located 
about 2300 feet north of the project area on the west side of West County Line Road/County Road S 
800 E and will not be affected by the project.   

• There are two sites identified by the IHSSI Allen County Interim Report. 
o One site is the Big Indian Creek Bridge (IHSSI 003-021-10261) located on West County Line 

Road/County Road S 800 E about 820 feet north of Liberty Mills Road.  This bridge is outside of 
the project area and will not be affected by the project. 

o The other potential site (IHSSI 003-021-10263) is a farm located near the project area that may 
be affected by the project.  The address for this site is 15128 Liberty Mills Road and is located 
just east of the intersection of West County Line Road and Liberty Mills Road on the north side 
of Liberty Mills Road. 

 
 
SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE: A total of 4 items are identified in the Infrastructure section, however only two items 
located within the project area will be affected by the project. These items are one cemetery (Bayliss Cemetery); 
and one Northern Indiana Public Service Company natural gas pipeline. Coordination with the cemetery’s 
caretaker and the Northern Indiana Public Service Company should be undertaken as the project is developed 
to determine potential impacts. 
 
WATER RESOURCES: A total of 25 items plus two floodplains are identified in the Water Resources section. 
Of the 25 items, none appear be affected by the project. Coordination should be conducted with the Allen 
County Surveyor’s Office, the City of Fort Wayne Water & Sewer Office and the Department of Planning 
Services. 
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION: N/A 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS: No items were found in this section that is within a ½ mile radius of the project. 
Infectious/Medical Waste Sites were not able to be confirmed or denied in the project area. More research is 
needed to determine if there are any in the ½ mile radius of the project. Additional coordination should be 
conducted with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM). 
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION: Coordination with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDR) and 
US Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) will be needed to determine the potential impact to any listed species 
and/or habitats that may be located within the project area. 
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HISTORIC FEATURES: Three items were identified within the project area; one of these properties may be 
affected by the project. To determine the impact the project may have on the property, additional discussion 
with the Fort Wayne Historic Preservation Commission and Architecture and Community Heritage (ARCH) of 
Fort Wayne should be conducted. 
 

 

 

Prepared by: 
Stacey Gorsuch 
Principal Transportation Planner 
Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council 
200 East Berry Street, Suite 230 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
Stacey.gorsuch@co.allen.in.us 
260-449-7309 
 
 
Graphics: 
 
A map for each report section with a ½ mile radius buffer around all project area(s) showing all items 
identified as possible items of concern is attached.  If there is not a section map included, please change the 
YES to N/A: 
 
GENERAL SITE MAP SHOWING PROJECT AREA:  YES 
 
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP SHOWING THE PROJECT AREA:  YES 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE:  YES 
 
WATER RESOURCES:  YES 
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION:  YES 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS:  YES 
 
HISTORIC FEATURES:  YES 
 
CITY OR COUNTY INTERIM REPORT:  see Historic Features map 
 
COUNTY LIST OF THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES:  YES 
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