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Transportation News

Transportation Enhancement Funding

Transportation Enhancement (TE) funding isaprogram started for the purpose of funding
transportation related projects other than thetraditional road improvement, road mainte-
nance, and capacity adding projects. A provisoninthelntermoda Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) required that states set asideten percent of their Surface)
Transportation Program (STP) fundsfor these nontraditional projects. The programwas
updated in 1997 under the Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century (TEA-21).

Transportation Enhancement funds provide money for avariety of transportation related
projects. Accordingtothe IndianaTransportation Enhancement (TE) Program Guide 2004-
2005, thefollowing activitiesor projectsaredigiblefor TE funding:

. Provisonof facilitiesfor pedestriansand bicycles

. Acquisition of scenic easementsand scenic or historic sites :
. Scenicor historic highway programs (including provision of tourist andwel-
comecenter facilities)

. Landscaping and other scenic beauttification |
. Historic preservation ARETSIF

. Rehabilitation and operation of histori ctransportatlon buildi ngs, structur% or
facilities(including hitoricrailroad facilitiesand cands)

Transportation Enhancement Funding continued on page 4

Community Development Updates
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Town of Waterloo
We are proud to announce that the Town of Waterloo has completed their Water Mains
Improvement Project. The project was partially funded with a$300,000 Community
Focus Fund (CFF) Grant that thetown wasawarded in November 2003. Thefundingis

federa Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) money that isallocated fromthe
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and
administered by the Indiana Office of Rural Affairs. Thetownis
currently in the closeout stage of the grant process. NIRCC staff
will continuetowork with thetown and the Indiana Office of Rurd
AffarsGrantsManagement Divisonuntil dl requirementshavebeen
satisfied and the grant can be closed out.

Community Development Updates continued on page 8
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Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement

Program

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program was
created by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA)
under the Clean Air Act Amendmentsof 1990to create hedlthier levelsof air quality
by funding transportation projectsand programs. TheCMAQ programisonly avail-
ableto areasthat are designated as non-attainment or maintenance areas.

Asof June 15, 2004 the United States Environmental Protection Agency designated
Fort Wayne and Allen County asanon-attainment areafor ground-level ozoneemis-
sions. Thismeansthat Allen County wasabovethe attainment level of the
8 Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard. Thisisa
hedlth-based standard for ground-level ozoneestablishedin 1997
by the EPA. The 8-hour ozone standard isdefined at 85 PPB
(parts per billion) and is based on an average 4th-high 8-hour
ozonevalueover athreeyear period. Countieswith valuesthat
exceed thisstandard are considered to beinviolation.

For projectsto beeigiblefor CMAQ fundsthey must contributeto the attainment of
national ambient air quality standardsbased onanemissonsanalyss. Matchingfunds
for the projects depend on the project type. According to the Federal Highway
Administration, thefederal sharefor thesetypesof projectsmay rangefrom 80%to
100%. Thetypesof projectsthat may fall under thiscategory includethefollowing:

1. Limiting sectionsof roadway surface of areas of ametropolitan areato the
useof nonmotorized vehicles

2. Programsto encouragebicycling and providing bicyclefacilities

3. Congtruction of bicycleand pedestrian facilitiesand establishment of bicycle
and pedestrian coordinator positions

4. Projectsinan approved State | mplementation Plan that will benefit air qudity

5. Projectsthat reducevehiclemilestraveled, fuel consumption, or other factors
that may contributeto the attainment of anational ambient air quality slandard

6. A traffic monitoring, management, or control facility/programthat will con-
tributeto the attainment of anational ambient air quality standard

7. Other programsthat include outreach activities, fare and fee subsidy pro-
grams, andinnovativefinancing mechanisms

Inthe Fort Wayne Metropolitan Planning Areathereare severd CMAQ projectsthat
have been selected for application. These projectsarevoted on by the Urban Trans-
portation Advisory Board (UTAB) asto whether or not the projectswill be applied
for.

Air Quality Marketing & Education Activities

ThisCMAQ applicationisfor thefunding of education and marketing program ex-
pensestoincrease community awarenessof air quality concerns. TheNortheastern
IndianaRegional Coordinating Council and local governmental agencieswill work
together to market and educate the community about theimpacts of human behavior
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onair quality. Activitieswill include acquisition of amarketing consultant to aid in an advertising campaign,
cooperativeeffort of classroom education withlocal schools, and agas can exchange program.

Dartmouth Drive& Washington Center Road

ThisCMAQ applicationisfor traffic flow improvementsat theintersection of Dartmouth Driveand Washing-
ton Center Road. Washington Center Road isafour-lane east —west arterid that carries 31,000 vehicles per
day. Dartmouth Driveisaresidentia roadway that provides accessto two largeresidential areasnorth and
south of Washington Center Road. The proposed improvementsat thisintersection will include construction of
dedicated | eft-turn lanes on Washington Center Road for the east and west approach, signal modernization,
and improved pedestrian related controls.

Clinton Street & Washington Center Road

ThisCMAQ applicationisfor traffic flow improvementsat theintersection of Clinton Street and Washington
Center Road. Washington Center Road and Clinton Street arefour-lane arterial sthat collectively carry 60,000
vehiclesper day. Eachroadway carriesapproximately 50 percent of thistraffic. The proposed improvements
wouldincreasethe number of vehiclesableto movethrough theintersection whilereducing the delay, conges-
tion, and emissions. Theimprovement will also decreasethe number of vehiclesthat back up into the south-
bound | eft-through lane dueto thelimited storage.

Jeffer son Boulevard / Getz Road / Covington Road

ThisCMAQ applicationisfor traffic flow improvementsat theintersections of West Jefferson Boulevard &
Getz Road, West Jefferson Boulevard & Covington Road, and Getz Road & Covington Road. Someof the
improvementsto theintersection will include changing aone-way section of Covington Road to atwo-way
section, elimination of an accessat theintersection of West Jefferson Boulevard and Covington Road, signal
modernization, and turnlaneimprovements.

| PFW Pedestrian Bridgeover S. Joseph River

ThisCMAQ applicationisfor apedestrian bridge acrossthe St. Joseph River adjacent to the IndianaUniver-
sty —Purdue University Fort Wayne Campus (IPFW). The proposed bridge, whichwill dso utilize TE funding
(see section Trangportation Enhancement Funding, pg 5), will bebuilt to create apedestrian and bicycle-based
crossing of theriver. Inthefutureit will serveto connect the Fort Wayne River Greenway’snorth routeto the
portion of the River Greenway that |eads to downtown and other pointssouth. The new structurewill also
serveasalink to the |PFW University path network, whichin turn linksto the Crescent Avenue pedestrian/
bicyclecrossing that providesaccessto/from University housing and surrounding residentia neighborhoods.

Transit Awareness/FareFree OzoneAlert Days

Thisprogramwill promote alternativesto single-occupant vehicletravel by increasing awarenessof Citilink
trangit service, ride sharing, andincreasing transit use on Ozonedaysby offering freefares. 1t will buildand
maintain an attractive, effective promotiona and public relationscampaign that promotestransit useand funds
thefreetransit rideson ozone action days.

Additional Peak Hour Transit Service
Thisprogramwill reducetraffic congestion by providing morefrequent service during peak hourson selected
routes. By making transit service more available and convenient, Citilink can promote moreridership from
single occupant automobiletransportation.

CMAQ Program continued on page 6
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Transportation Enhancement Funding continued...

7. Preservation of abandoned railway corridors(including the conversion and usethereof for pedes-
trianor biketrails)

8. Control and removal of outdoor advertising

9. Archaeologica planningand research

10. Environmental mitigation to addresswater pollution dueto highway runoff or reduce vehicle-
caused wildlifemortdity whilemaintaining habitat connectivity ~EE

11. Provision of safety and educational activitiesfor pedestriansandbicyclists ¢, -8 2

12. Establishment of Transportation Museums “ -A—

If aTransportation Enhancement project isapproved, the cost of the project must have at |east 20% coming
fromalocal source. Upto 80% of the funding isreimbursabl e through the Transportation Enhancement

program.

Current TEApplications

In January 2006 several applicationsfor TE funding were endorsed by NIRCC (Northeastern IndianaRe-
giona Coordinating Council) and submitted for approval. Theseapplicationscompetefor theavailablefunds
with similar projectsfromall over the state of Indiana. Last year one application wasapproved for funding.
Also, several applicationsthat were previously accepted and funded were compl eted.

In 2006 Aboite New TrailsInc., in conjunction with the city of Fort Wayne, submitted an application to
construct a 10 foot wide multi-usetrail along Covington Rd. The city of Fort Wayne also submitted an
applicationto construct a10foot wide multi-usetrail from Johnny A ppleseed Park to Shoaff Park. Thecity of
New Haven applied for ahistoric restoration project combined with atrail corridor improvement. Thecity of
Bluffton and Wells County isapplying for therehabilitation of the historic Wells County highway garage.

Themulti-usetrail aong Covington Rdwould request approximately $1 millionto construct nearly 3.5 milesof
trail east from West Hamilton Rd to the existing sidewalks of the InvernessLakessubdivision. Thistrail isa
pieceof theAboite Trailscomprehensive network of over 50 milesof trailsto be constructed over the next 6
to 10 years. Thesetrailswould connect neighborhoods, schools, shopping areasand businesses, and parks.

Themulti-usetrail from Johnny Appleseed Park to Shoaff Park isamuch anticipated extension to theexisting
Fort Wayne greenway and would a so berequesting approximately $1 million. Thecurrent applicationfor this
project will includeonly thefirst phase of thetrail construction. Thisfirst phasewill beginat Johnny Appleseed
Park and crossthe St Joseph River on Coliseum Blvd (SR 930) whichwill bewidened andincludeawakway.
Thenthetrail will traverse under the SR 930 bridgeto the IPFW campus. From hereit will crossthe |[PFW
pedestrian bridge over the St Joseph River which wasfunded in the 2004/2005 TE program (described later).
Thetrail will extend up to St Joe Center Rd along the west bank of the St Joseph River whereit will cross
under theroad and loop acrossthe bridgeto the east side of the St Joseph River whereit will terminate.

Therestoration and corridor project that the city of New Havenisapplying for involvesthe historic Wabash
Railroad Depot in downtown New Haven and trail improvementsa ong three blocksof Main St connecting the
depot, theNew Haven Trail System at Moser Park, and downtown New Haven. Thefundsregquested would
total roughly $740,000. The preservation of the Wabash Railroad Depot and theimprovementsto thetrails
connecting downtown New Haven will be agreat benefit to the vitalization of New Haven by providing a
connectionto the Fort Wayne River Greenway system and serving asahistorica landmark.

Thecity of Bluffton and Wells County isrequesting approximately $270,000 from the TE program to restore
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the historic Bluffton Interurban Car Barn (Wells County highway garage). Once serving asthe headquarters
facility of two interurban railroadsthat were based in Bluffton, it now serves asthe Wells County highway
garage. Therestoration of thisfacility would not only preserve an important historical structure, but also
maintainitsfunctiondity tothepublic.

Approved TE Projects

Thispast year two TE applicationswere approved for thisarea. The pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the St
Joseph River submitted by IPFW and an application for amulti-usetrail applied for by thecity of Blufftonand
WelsCounty.

Therequest by IPFW for nearly $2 million of TE funding was approved for the pedestrian/bicycle bridge over
the St Joseph River. Thisproject connectsthe |PFW campusto an expanded | PFW campusand park aswell
asaplanned community youth education center on thewest side of the St Joseph River. The planned bridge
will also beavita link inthe extension of the Fort Wayne River Greenway from Johnny A ppleseed Park to
Shoaff Park whichwasresubmitted thisyear for funding inthe TE program.

Thecity of Bluffton and Wells County had their applicationfor amulti-usetrail approved for TE funding. The
trail will be constructed along SR 1 from the existing greenway along the Wabash River to County Rd 300
north whereit will connect Lancaster Central School to downtown Bluffton. Not only will thistrail serve
Bluffton, but it will also beanimportant piece of aconceptual regiond trail connecting Ouabache State Park to
Pokagon State Park in Steuben County. Theregional trail would connect thecities/townsof Bluffton, Ossan,
Fort Wayne, New Haven, Huntertown, Auburn, Waterloo, and Angola.

Completed TE Projects

Recently there have been three TE projects completed in Allen County. A greenway extension along West
Jefferson Blvd from Swinney Park to Rockhill Park wasdedicated in 2005. TheHistorical Nickel Plate Road
steam locomotive number 765 has been completely restored. Also, New Haven has nearly completed an
extension to the Fort Wayne River Greenway which previoudy terminated at MaysvilleRd. Thetrail runs
along the Maumee River and will soon connect withtrailsin New Haven.

Thenewly constructed greenway extension along Jefferson Blvd isapproximately 7/8 milesin length. It
extendsthe Fort Wayne greenway system from thewest edge of the St Mary’sRiver west through Swinney
Park. It travel sacrosssevera businessfrontagesonthenorth sde of therailroad viaduct at Main St. Thetrall
then usesan existing pedestrianway at the viaduct and is continued through aportion of Rockhill Park to the
northeast corner of the Jefferson Blvd/ Freeman Stintersection. Thistrail will eventudly feed into the Towpath
Trail that will connect Aboite Townshipwiththecity of Fort Wayne.

TheHistorical Nickel Plate Road steam locomotive number 765 iscurrently located east of New Haven on
Edgerton Rd. Thishistorical locomotivewasintact but non operational. Also, with recent revisionsto the
Federal steam |locomotive boiler regulations, therewasalarge amount of work to bedone. Locomotive 765
isowned by the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society. Much of thework to thelocomotive has been done
by the Society’ sexperienced steam |ocomotive mechani cswith some help from outside contractorsfor parts
of the project beyond the Society’sexpertise. Thisproject allowsfor locomotive 765 to be put back into
servicefor excursionsheld by the Society.

Transportation Enhancement Funding continued on page 6
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Transportation Enhancement Funding continued...

Thetrail extensoninto New Haven hasbeen delayed by alift station/ sewer project dongLandinRd. This
trail is1.8 mileslong and beginsat the eastern terminus of the Fort Wayne River Greenway system. Ittravels
alongthe S Mary’sRiver to Landin Rd whereit continues southbound a ong the street. 1t connectswiththe
completed section from RoseAveto M oser Park whereit continuesto theexisting sdewaksat RufusS. Itis
anticipated that construction will be completeinthe middlie of May. Therewill be agrand opening/ribbon
cutting on Sunday, June4th at 1:00 pm at the boat |aunch on North River Rd. Theeventsplannedincludea
ceremony from 1:00 - 1:30 pm along with acanoerun, recreational bikeride, 5& 10K funrunand awak

starting at 1:40pm. 5@[

CMAQ Program continued...

Biodiesel Alter native Fuel
By using dternativefuds, transit busemissionscan bereduced. Thegod isto assist Citilink intheincorpora-
tion of biodiesel fueled vehiclesfor the agency’stransit fleet. Public transportation fleetshave
been targeted for more stringent EPA emission targetsthan other vehicles. Thishasput agreat
strain on publictransit systemsto comply with these unfunded standards. Thecost differential
for dternativefudsisan digible CMAQ expense. Thesefundswill alow Citilink to pursuefuel
based clean air optionsthat would otherwise be out of reach utilizing existing resources.

Hybrid BusPurchase
Thisprogramwould assist Citilink in theincorporation of hybrid technology intheir agency’strangit flegt. Itis
anticipated that existing diesal powered vehicleswould be replaced with hybrid powered vehicles. Thispro-
posal would bein addition to thebiodiesel fuel options. %’jﬁ
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Alr_Quaht Redesignation

Thisspring the Northeastun IndianaRegional Coordinating Council (NIRCC), dongwithitsair quaity part-
ners, will be submitting apetition to redesignateAllen County asamaintenancearea. Allen County wasdesig-
nated nonattainment in June of 2004 for failing to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).
ThelndianaDepartment of Environmental Management (IDEM) will be submitting thispetitionto the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Allen County becameeligibleto petition to becomea
maintenance areathisyear.

A threeyear average of air quality pollutants generated between 2001 and 2003 caused Allen County to be
designated asnonattainment in 2004. Sincethen, NIRCC, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) have been
teaming up with IDEM to devel op implementation stepsand improveAllen County’sair quality. New aver-

ages of air quality pollutants generated during the three year period between 2003 and 2005 makeAllen
County eligibleto becomeamaintenance area.

For mobile emissionstherewould still be strict rulesand regulationsto follow if Allen County becomesa
maintenancearea. Economic devel opment would benefit by having alessrestrictive permitting process. Rules
and regulationson pollution permitting woul d becomelessdemanding for new devel opmentsor expansionsto
existing businesses. Although economic development activitieswoul d become more accommodating, trans-
portation agenciessuch asNIRCC would still berequired to follow specific guiddinesfor implementing trans-
portationimprovementsasthey currently do under the nonattainment designation.

By theend of 2006 Allen County should know if the USEPA hasredesignated the areaasamaintenance area.
Inthemeantime, NIRCC anditsair quaity partnerscontinueto implement new strategiesand projectsthat will
increasethequality of our air and decreaseitsharmful affectson human health. ;@
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NIRCC

630 City-County Building
One East Main Street
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802-1804

Telephone: (260) 449-7309
Fax: (260) 449-7682

Community Development Updates continued...

Town of Monroeville

NIRCC iscurrently working with the Town of Monroevillein Allen County, to obtain aCFF Planning Grant to
finance astudy and plan for their sanitary sewer and stormwater utilities. The Town plansto apply for a
$40,000 grant and provide alocal match of at least 10% of thetotal project cost.

Inrecent years, severd areasof thetown have experienced flooding after heavy rains, causing heavy damage
to property and homes. The cause of these problems has been attributed to problemswith the sanitary sewer
and gormwater systems. Thisstudy and planwill evaluate each system and provide optionsto eliminatethese
problems. Thetown plansto submit the planning applicationin February of 2006. *g]!

Transit News

Bus Stop Sudy

During thesummer of 2005, NIRCC staff began astudy to identify thelocation of each busstop onthe Citilink
(Fort Wayne' sPublic Transit Corporation) bussystem. Using ahandheld GPSdevice, staff traveled to each
bus stop location on the system to gather coordinates and rel ative information about the stop such asthe
presence of asidewalk, ramp, crosswalk, and bench and/ or shelter. Theinformation hasbeen usedto create
amap and databasethat is currently being eval uated by both NIRCC and Citilink staff.

Theinformation gathered during thisstudy will beextremely beneficial for future transportation and transit
studies. Plansare currently being madeto display the bus stop locations and the transit system’ srouteson
Allen County’siMap website (www.acimap.us) intheearly Spring of 2006. j@
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